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Sherifian soldiers, honest cultivators for the most
part from the lands which fringe the Arabian
deserts, had to be introduced to their strange
mounts. The air was full of gobblings and growl-
ings, and I was kept very busy. I had to go very
carefully into the number of camels to be allotted
to each unit, as we were working with no margin
of safety, and I only yielded to Pisani's very large
demand under great pressure. I was anxious about
the camels' grain, as I could give each beast only
three days5 rations in a sand-bag, and had to rely
on Feisal for fresh supplies at Bair and Azraq. At
Jafar there was a remnant of the dump which I had
put out for Buxton, whose splendidly regular army
passed through Aba'l Lissan while we were in our
worst throes, and filled us with envy and admira-
tion.
The first column was escorted by a combined
demolition party of Gurkhas and Egyptian Camel
Corps, under Peake, and also had with it an advance
party of Pisani's gunners under a sous-officier. It
started punctually on the 30th August, and had
hardly disappeared when Convoy No. 2 arrived
from Akaba. Getting the second column started
was more difficult, as the Arab detachment was
only just formed, and the officers were still a little
peevish about King Hussein's proclamation ; but
it moved out of the camp on the 2nd September,
only one day late, eight hundred camels and seven
hundred men strong.
Feisal drove out in his new Vauxhall car to
review them as they picked their way daintily
past him by two and by two among the limestone
boulders which studded the broad grass-track over
the downs. They had picked up the formation